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Development of seedling production in Lithospermum erythrorhizon
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Abstract

In Japan, the root of Lithospermum erythrorhizon has been used for Lithospermum root dyeing
or an ingredient of drugs. However, its habitats have been diminishing and the wild species is in
danger of extinction. To recover a population of Lithospermum erythrorhizon by sowing or
planting container grown individuals, the effect of burial depth on seeds was investigated. Seeds
buried at a depth of 0.5 cm in soil showed the germination rate of 36.0% or more, whereas those
of 2.0 cm or more reduced germination rate of 11.5% or less. We then transplanted these seedings
to the field, and the survival rate and the flowering rate of the following year was 87.4% and
22.0%, respectively.
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